WTUL — THE LIFE AND TIMES 


by Kathy Har 


This is the second In a three-part Vox Humana series on the history of WTUL In honor of 
the station's twenty-fifth birthday, which happily coincides with Tulane’s 

squicentennial. Fe 
goers! the 1970's WIUL servedaso “refuge forradicals” Gnd as a facho pioneer. in 
1970 a group calling themselves the Tulane Liberation Front made several attempts to 
lake over the station by force, even trying to break into the University Center after hours 
Once they were dissuaded, WTUL aided their causes by interviewing leaders over the air 
and covering Ihe group's actions. Before the TLF faded away they did get the university to 
agree to open the UC twenty four hours O day and to create the Mushroom, which 
began as a sort of “free” bookstore At this time WTUL was also involved in the antiwar 
movernent. serving as a vital communications link 

In 1970. the station initiated the “WTUL Morming Girls,” the slationys first fernale disc 
jockeys At this hme most radio professionals considered it absurd for females to be 
announcers of rock programs, so TUL was again ahead of its time 

in December 1971 the station began broadcasting off-campus after purchasing a 
ton watt FM transmitter, becoming the first non-commercial FM station in New Orleans 
By June of the mex! year. WIUL could be received in stereowilnin a three-mile radius of the 
transmitter on the root of Monroe dorm 

The second (FM) Annual Rock On Surwval Marathon in 1974 became known as the 
“Streakers: Marathon” because thousands of spectators came to watch Tulane and 
Neweomb students whizzing by in the nude. WIUL broadcast live from the quad uni 
campus security requested the siation stop the reporls because the crowd had grown 
too large WTUL unexpediedly made alot of money by selling the Marathon jocks’ beer to 
Ihe thirsty throng. eliminating Most of the station's $2.000 deficit 

On September 4, 1976. WIUL began city wide FM broadcasting via the new one 
kilowalt ransmilter Congresswoman Lindy Boggs. instrumental in her assistance to the 
slation, presided over the official ceremony This expansion pul WIUL into direct 
compelition with WNOE and WRNO, the two top rock stations in New Orleans at the time 
lL embarked On GQ Major publicity campaign with bumper shickers. t-shirts and 
OdVeHISEMENT! IN local papers 

In the mid 1970's Tulane faculty began a campaign to take aver WTUL They wanted to 
make the station all classical and stoff it with faculty instead of students. much as 
WWNO is faday In compromise. WIUL began the early moming classical shows from é to 
8 am The station also ran a syndicated talk show five nights G week 

Part 3 will cover the post five years. as WTUL progressd in leaps ancl bounds to the 
procyvessive station you know and love today 


THE FIVE HAPPINESS RESTAURANT 
“The Chinese Gourmet’’ 


3605 S. CARROLLTON AVE. — NEW ORLEANS. LA 70118 
TELEPHONE: (504) 482-3935 


CLASSICAL HIGHLIGHTS 


by Polly Watts 


November is going to be a great month for Classical Enthusiasts. We have 
several valuable additions to WTUL's Classical library. including iy ee fn 
some of which are not performed very often So if youhave acraving for anobsc.ure Bach 
Cantata, be sure and call our DJs and request it. On the cultural calendar. we can look 
forward to the New Orleans Opera Associations performance of La Traviata later this 
month. The Symphony will be performing Barber's Essay Number 2. Chopin's piano 
concerto Number 2 and Rimsky-Korsakov's Scheherazade on 20 and 24 
Guest conductor will be James De Priest and guest pianist will be Cecile Licad Also. the 
\ is Now holding open rehearsals, Admission is only$3 00 andare on sale at the 
Orpheum Theatre box office. And con't forget about the special rates they Symphony 
has designed for students - any 8 concerts for $20.00. Of course. yOu Can get more 
information on upcoming events and hear plegty of good music on your Classical 
alternative, WTUL 


Rude Boy Roots 


by Shepard Samuels 


Now well into its seventh year. reggae on Moday night from 8pm to 14pm continues to 
in both its coverage Gnd popularity The program has expanded to include the 
many vanations found within current reggae. including the DJ sound, dub poelry. lovers 
rock, dance hall and Enigish style lilustrative of these differences are Yellowman. 
Mutabaruka, Gregory Issacs. Sugar Minott. and Aswad 
Besides those, roots of reggae fo be found in rocksteady and ska now 
expression in two tone bands such as the Untouchables INCTEaSINg attention is being 
id to African artists pimanily from the West Coast nations of Ghana and Nigeria The 
myriad of musical styles of the region are not only important for their influence via the old 
trading roules on Caribbean music but on our New Orleans beat Ina Cyclical evolution 
this exchange continues with a marked Caribbean character in much of contemporary 
African recordings. So don't be too surprised to hear the latest from King Sunny Ade 
Segun Adewale. the Ligadu Sisters (no. not the Lijada sisters from Kenner) and Sonny 
Okosun 
Although live reggae concerns have been a rarity since the demise of Tipitina’s, Stee! 
Pulse recently upstaged Herbie Hancock at the Saenger Jimmy's will host the return of 
Sonny Okuson and his twelve piece Ozzidi Band on November 21 Okuson slowly 
seduces his audience starting with semi-fomiuliar sounding fusions of Nigenan soul and 
African reggae intoa tribal expenence Also stay tuned fordetails of an upcoming tour 
of Rita Mariey. the |—Threes, and the onginal Wailers 
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VOX HUMANA WANTS YOU! 


fowrile us a letter We re interested in your 

comments. ideas. criticisms. and Vox Humana 
philosophies of life, as well as possibilities c/o WIUL 

for Vox Cover art Keep letters brief and to Tulane University Center 
the point. type if you can: if not. write New Orleans, la, 70118 
jegibly Send leters.or art or both to 


MURMURS FROM WITHIN R.E.M. 


On October 2, R.E.M. played at McAlister Auditorium. The following are excerpts froman 
interview between Peter Buck, R.E.M.'s guitarist, and WTUL's Saint Bryan. 


Bryary Speaking of weird recording techniques. there's some story about a bowling 
miey? 

Buck Actually on “We Wolk.” on the first album. Murmur Michael does his 
background vocals in the hallway. because he doesn't like people to look at him when 
he sings. or his lead vocals. actually And the door was open, and Bill was playing poo! 
downstairs Michael walked away as we were playing it back, so we just switched on the 
recorder and put the pool balls on the empty track It sounded really great. So we slowed 
them down. reversed them. and put echo on them and all that stuff. and it sounds like 
the gods ore bowling or something, But it's just Bill playing pool, 

Bryan. A lot of other cuts from Murmur added up to what Rolling Stone said was the 
number one best new album of 1983. and you also got the award of best new group 
That's quite a burden to throw ona small group from Athens, Ga, butyou guys handled it 
well with the next album Let's talk about REM _ 

Buck Well. when we got those award things. it was really weird. | mean, it really was 
strange, because we were all sitting around in Athens, and someone says. “Oh God. | 
just saw the new Rolling Stone and you guys won best alum of the year” | just started 
laughing, In the year that Michael Jackson sold, what, 200 million albums or some 
ridiculous thing. forus to get Number One album. It was like the kiss of death at the time. 
like, Oh boy, there’s no way that anything we can do can live up to this son of praise. sowe 
didn't even worry about it When we did Reckoning. we just went into the stuctio and did it, 
in eleven days. Just went. well, you know. the hell with everyone else, we re not gonna 
worty if it's good: or bad or indifferent. we're just gonna please oursleves. And if the critics 
like i. great, and if not. not B ; 

Bryan One of these songs is "West of the Fields.” Can you say anything that will make 
people remember if more? 

Buck Yeah. well, Michael... | guess the first time we had a vacation since the band 
started a couple of years ago, Michael came down to New Orleans for a vacation. He 
slept in graveyards and stuff, so ‘West of the Fields” is obout some weird voodoo shop 
that he went fo down around Elysian Fields... partly about. 

Bryan: So, the “fields” are Elysian Fields? 

Buck Uh-huh 

Bryan You guys do a lot of great cover versions ble ie really go with the REM 
style. Are you going to be doing any cover versions ton : 

pe Me never unos what we're going to do until we do it. There's lots of stuff we like. | 
don't like a lot of these bands like Echo and the Bunnymen that do the same set every 
night and they. never do any covers. You get the feeling that they're in this vacuum, and 
they've never heard anything but their own music. And with Us, we enjoy stuff. We'll play 
anything from Tammy Wynette - we did “D-I-V-O-R-C-E" a few nights ago. one of the 
world's worst versions of that. too - or a Troggs song of maybe a Pylon song. Whatever 
occurs to us, we'll do 

Bryan. Another band that's in Athens is called the Hindu Love Gods. Are you in that, or 
who? 

Buck Yeoh, me and Mike ond Bill are in it. I's a side band we have with o quy named 
Brian Cook And Michael Stipe, the singer. is alsoan honorary Love God, is as many of the 
Love Tractor members. It's just our drunken fratemity party band. We'll rehearse for two 
days and learn 20 three-chord rock'n'roll songs like “Louie, Louie” - all the stuff everyone 
knows. and some obscure 70s glam rock stuff - you know. “Tiger Feet” by Mudd and 
Sweet songs and stuff like that and then get horribly drunk and go to.a bar and play fora 
dollar a head and thrash around. If'sa fun vacation thing for us to do. It’s nothing serious 
that's gonna change the face of rock'n'roll, ifs just a real enjoyable thing. 


Bryony, Let's talk about videos. You've Gone videos, we Gur! show them ory tl vs tacio 
station 

Buck Good, Ihank you 

Bryan Did you have ony creative inpul into those? 

Buck: Oh, yeah! Everything we do in the videos is ourown ideas | just don't really care 
much for udeos. It doesnt really interest me It doesn't have anything to do with 
rock'n'roll It's a Commercial and it's a nice way to sell records. | guess. Dut it doesn't 
mean anything, It's not as if it’s on ant form that you apply yourselfto It's one of the things 
you have to do in this business, and that's okay Mos! people’s videos are pretty 
disgusting They show an appalling lack of imagination They're really mMastly sexist, anc 
stuff like that | don't know, you gotta do them I'm kinda hoping they'll goaway if lignare 
them long cite he iat - doesn't meee to be working that way ; 

n “Reckoning” - this morning | was going to remind myself to | 
raion It's not just “reckoning, “as a southem reckon ernie 

Buck: Icon mean that, but also. if you look in the dictionary - which we did when we 
decided to name the altoum that. just to be sure we weren't Naming it something really 
weild - “reckoning” means telling the way the future's gonna be or what's happening ir 
the present Which is o pretty arrogant interpretation. With us it just meant. second 
albums are the day of reckoning for most bands. The first ane, you really do haveyor i: 
whole life to work on And the second one - we had ten days to write the songs for the 
second one So, it kinda shows whether you cando it under pressure and whether youre 
a good band, or ifyou only had one idea and you don't have anything else to say Arvid 
we felt real strongly about the record. that Reckoning was a better record than Murmur 
thot it wos better in every way. ond that we're facing up to our Gay of reckoning 

Bryan Speaking of reckoning. this whole God deal. let's talk politics. It's a well knowr 
fact that God is supporting Ronald Reagan in this election 

Buck: If He exists We're not a political band like the Alarrn, we don't have some kind o! 
vague thing we preach about We think people have their own choices tomake hwoul : 
like to think thot Mast poeple hwo like us would not want to suppor Ronald Reagan. if fcr 
no other reason than he’s anti:humoanist in his policies Not that | think Mondale’s any 
better. | dont think any politician's very good. It just looks really ridiculous that in this late 
date we've got a president who's basically taking away every right every minority. every 
woman, every poor person, every college student has. It seems pretty weird. And who 
votes for him? He's gonna win again. It really shoeks me 


NICK'S QUIZ NO. 1 
* MATCHING °* 


1 Atomic Bomb 

2. Chocolate Soldier 

3 Between the Sheets 

4 My Girltnend Swaliowed a Mouthful 
5 My Date’s a Moose 

6 Masturbating Mosquito 

7AKiss of Death 

8 Peaking Through the Gross Skirt 
9 A Slow and Comfortable Screw 
10. Hop Skip and Go Noked 
11 Ruptured Duck 
12 Pousse Cafe’ 


NICK'S 


A A dnink at Nick's 
B A drink ot Nick’s 
CA drink at Nicks 
D Adrink at Nick's 
E. A drink at Nick's 
F A drink at Nick's 
G, A atink at Nick's 
H A ctink of Nick's 
| A crink ot Nicks 

J A drink ot Nick's 

K A drink at Nick's 
L A dtink at Nick's 


2400 Tulane Avenue 


WITUL's Top 
Twenty 


as prepared by tvan Bodiey, Music 
Direct 


‘or 
1. Db’s. Like This (Bearsville/Wamer Bros.) 
2. Aztec Camera, Knife (Sire/Warner 


Bros.) 
3 Love Tractor. Til the Cows Come Home 
DB 


(DB) 

4 Neville Brothers. Neville-ization (Black 
Top/Rounder) 

5 Rickie Lee JonesThe Magazine 
(Warmer Bros ) 

6 Romes Void. Instincts (415/Columpbia) 
? Red Rockers. Schizophrenic Circus 


(415/Columbia) 

8 U2. The U Fire (isiand) 

9 Red Hot Chili Peppers. Red Hot Chili 
Peppers (EM!) 


10. Let's Active. Cypress (IIS) 

11. Talking Heads. Stop Making Sense 
(Sire/Wamert Bros.) 

12. Waterboys. A Pagan Place (Island) 
13. Rain Parade. Explosions in the Glass 
Palace (Enigma) 

14 Husker Du, Zen Arcade (SST) 

15 Church. Remote Luxury (Warner Bros.) 
16, Tom Verlaine, Cover (Warner Bros.) 
17 Black Uhuru, Dub Factor (Island) 

18 David Bowie. Tonight (EMI) 

19. Special AKA. In the Studio (Chrysalis) 
20. Prisoners, Revenge of the Prisoners 
(Enigma) 


The Classic Album Hour. every Monday at 

noon, generously sponsored by 
_ at 1017 Pleasant St 

November 5 - Crosby. Stills. Nash & 


Young, Deja Vu 
November 12 - Kinks. Village Green 
Preservation Society 

November 19 - Robert Fripp. Exposure 
November 26 - Neil Young. Everybody 
Knows This is Nowhere 


The Essential Music Series with Ken on the 
Nite Shift, Fnclays at 10 p.m. features up 
to an hour of Unintemupted music from 
2 - Stevie Wonder 


RECORD REVIEW 


The Long Ryders, Native Sons 

by Ken Rayes 

Hey Moms and Dads! The Sixties have 
never sounded better! 

With the offspring of the Summer of 
Love of 1967 now reaching 17, it's 
appropriate that the sounds and styles of 
the Sixties are coming back. Between the 
psychedelic revival bands like the Three 
O'Clock and the Prisoners, and Velvet 
Underground influenced bands like 
REM and the Dream Syndicate are the 
Long Ryders from Los Angeles 

The most obvious and immediate 
influence at work in Native Sons. their first 
full length album is that of the folk-rock 
sound of the Byds. Guitarist Sid Griffin 
uses the clean and jangling quitar tones 
feminiscent of Roger McGuinn’s classic 
twelve:siring Rickenbacker, and at times 
Stephen McCarthy is a vocal ringer for 
MeGuinn. But by no means is the music 
here simply a copy or tribute to an old 
stviefor the Ryders bring a youthful 
energy to their influences, transcending 
labels and generations Take the first 
track “Final Wild Son.” a marriage of 
early Beatles style lead guitar and Dylan 
influenced vocals. or “Sweet Metoi 
Revenge.” Q fun COuntry/power pop 
track in the Rank & File tradition 

But enough interpretation - this is first 
and foremost a fun album. from the 
baght and catchy “Run Dusty Run” to the 
psychedelia of "Still Get By” So slip this 
one on. get out your paisley shirts and 
groove to the Ryders’ Native Sons. one of 
the Top Ten albums of the year 


Record Review 


Aztec Camera. Knife 
by Kathy Har = 
‘Roddy Frame is in 
So it would seem, listening to Aztec 
Camera's second LP. Knife. Produced by 
Knoptier this new album differs 
slightly from last summers High Land, 
Rain. Musically the record is more 
sicated, but the lyics lack the 
gnaney and coherence of Frame’s 
earlier material However, this does not 
keep Knife fromm being one of the best 
records to come out this fail 
The single from the alum. “All INeedis 
Everything’. is upbeat folk-rock like much 
of the moteral on the earlier LP. This 
accessible. vaguely soul-influenced 
song has already received a good dea! 
of arplay on WIUL In fact. aimost anyone 
who. hos tuned in this month hos 
certainly heard Aztec Camera's classic 
version of “Jump! Von Halen's hit from 
lost summer. Which is the b-side of the 
single, unfortunately not included on the 
iP 


The nine-minute-long fitle track 
‘“nife” is perhaps the most ambitious 
whiting Roddy Frame has undertaken to 
dote At twenty. he has eamed a 
feputation as a hopeless romantic, an 
impression e@very word on this record 
upholds This slow, intense ballad is the 
ery of a man afraid of losing everyining 
When Frame sings. “The knife is called 
Givision, and II's drawn when | masieep.” 
the pain in his voice attests to a sincerity 
practically unheard of in these cynical 
times. With) nis well’ known fringed jacket 
Roddy Frome made it clear he wasn't 
atfard fo display hs roots. This song. and 
the mony others like if on the LP ore 
feminiscent of evenhing good about 
Von Morns2n Bob Dyian, and NeifYoung 

The Bit of the True.” anotner of the 
record's best tracks. is Ihe most overtly 
political statement the young Scottish 
poe! has ever made musicaity Knife is 
an album full of extremes. but eoch up 
and down is well worth o listen 
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2400 Tulane Ave. 


*A Traditon of New Orleans* 
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WTUL SPONSORS 


Peter's Pizza 

Jed’s Lookout 
Metronome Records 
Cats 

New Orleans Symphony 


SPORTS SPONSORS: 


Fat Harry's 

Camellia Gril 

Freewheeling Bikeshon 
Andrew Jaeger's Restaurant 
Blue Plate Foods 


Vox Humana Staff 

Editor, Michele Magill 

Waters. Typists. Lesser Editors. Layout 
Masters, Computer Whizzes, and All 


Around Gods. Kim Gele’, Kathy Harr. Pollie 
Watts. and Baan Wayson 


cover by Bob Partain 
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Early Morning Classical 


Progressive Sounds 
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Hey Kids! 


Schoo! got you stymied? Worried about work? 


Are you just plain fed up? 


DIRINK 


And tell the world where fo go. Nick's serving 

Sunday: $1.50 Nick's specials 

Monday. 2 for 1 on all Nick's specials 

Tuesday Black Velvet Smash $1.50 Wednesday. Ladies’ Night 
Thursday. 75¢ Kamikazis 


Specials served 7-10pm 


